School Idle Reduction Fact Sheet

Definition of Vehicle Idling
· Vehicle Idling is the act of letting a car engine run while the car is at a stop.
· Examples: Stopping at a red light, waiting at a drive-through window, parents waiting to pick up their children in a school parking lot.

Quick Facts about Vehicle Idling
· Idling occurs most commonly during hot days and during pick-up time (3:00-4:00 PM) on school campuses.
· Idling for more than 10 seconds uses more fuel and results in the production of more CO2 than stopping and restarting the car engine.
· Car engines can be turned on and off without wearing out the starter motor or the battery prematurely.  
· Idling is not good for car engines. Modern cars warm up faster by being driven than by idling.

Why Vehicle Idling should be avoided
· Petroleum Use
· Idling wastes more than 6 billion gallons of fuel at a cost of more than $20 billion each year
· If each person idles 6 minutes a day, they will waste 10 gallons of fuel per year
· 50% of fuel lost from idling are caused by personal vehicles

· Cost of Fuel
· Idling reduces fuel economy to 0 Miles per Gallon.

· Air Pollution
· EPA identifies up to 1000 hazardous compounds that result from tailpipe emissions.
· Pollutants include Mercury, Carbon Monoxide, Lead, Particulate Matter, Nitrogen Oxides, Sulfur Oxides, Ozone, and Volatile Organic Compounds such as Benzene and Formaldehyde.
· Air pollutants exacerbate health conditions such as Asthma and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease.
· Air pollutants can cause cancer, respiratory effects, reproductive effects, birth defects and other serious health effects.
· Children are more susceptible to health effects from air pollutants because children’s lungs have a smaller surface area and a higher inhalation rate,
· Serious Air Pollution problems can result in the violation of the Clean Air Act and lead to financial, economic, and legal consequences for a municipality or state.

· Greenhouse Gas Emissions
· Carbon Dioxide and many of the aforementioned Air Pollutants contribute to climate change.
· Personal Vehicles emit 30 million tons of CO2 annually from idling.
· Eliminating Vehicle Idling is equivalent to taking 6 million personal vehicles off the road.

· Energy Security
· 40% of the oil used in the U.S. is imported, some of which is imported from politically unstable regions. 	
· Idling wastes gasoline, which makes the U.S. more dependent on foreign oil imports, and harms U.S. energy security.

· Engine Wear
· Modern car engines operate optimally in propulsion mode, not while idling.
· Idling causes engine wear and results in higher maintenance costs

· Idling may be Illegal
· Vehicle idling is illegal in states like MA, NH, NY, NJ, MD, VT, HI, and some municipalities.
· There are no state-wide idling laws in Louisiana
· Transit buses are restricted from idling for more than 20 minutes in busy streets and neighborhoods in New Orleans. 

· Excessive Noise
· Running a car engine while at a stop produces unnecessary noise.

Ways to Reduce Vehicle Idling For Personal Vehicles
· Turn off the car engine if the car will be stopped for longer than 10 seconds.
· Turn on the car’s Automatic Start-Stop System.
· Purchasing and operating an Electric Vehicle completely eliminates tail-pipe emissions. (Electric Vehicles cannot idle)









For further information, please visit the following sources
· Argonne National Laboratory
www.anl.gov/es/idle-reduction-publications
· Clean Cities Coalition
www.cleancities.energy.gov/technical-assistance/idlebox/
· Alternative Fuels Data Center
www.afdc.energy.gov/conserve/idle_reduction_basics.html
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Louisiana Clean Fuels
www.louisianacleanfuels.org
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