Sample Letter to Parents

Dear Parents/Guardians:

	Idling by personal vehicles is a significant problem at [School Name]. Vehicle idling is the act of running the car engine while the car is at a stop. Vehicle idling on school grounds poses a health risk to students because school-aged children are developing and breathe more air per body mass than adults.

	Studies have shown that air quality during pick-up time (3:00 to 4:00 PM) is worse than rush hour largely due to idling by personal vehicles and school buses. Air pollution due to idling has been shown to exacerbate Asthma and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease among vulnerable children as well as increase the risk cancer, respiratory effects, reproductive effects, birth defects or other serious health effects.

	The following is a list of consequences from vehicle idling:
· Increased Petroleum Use
· Idling wastes more than 6 billion gallons of fuel per year
· 50% of fuel lost from idling are caused by personal vehicles
· Cost of Fuel
· Idling reduces fuel economy to 0 Miles per Gallon.
· Engine Wear
· Idling causes engine wear and results in higher maintenance costs
· Air Pollution
· Idling increases the concentration of harmful air pollutants that include Mercury, Carbon Monoxide, Lead, Particulate Matter, Nitrogen Oxides, Sulfur Oxides, Ozone, and Volatile Organic Compounds
· Greenhouse Gas Emissions
· Personal Vehicles emit 30 million tons of CO2 annually from idling, contributing to climate change
· Energy Security
· Idling wastes gasoline, which increases U.S. reliance on foreign oil imports, harming U.S. energy security.
· Excessive Noise
· Running a car engine while at a stop produces unnecessary noise.

	How to get involved:
1. Turn off your engine if the car will be stopped for longer than 10 seconds.
2. Turn on your car’s Automatic Start-Stop System.
3. Purchase and operate an Electric Vehicle. (EVs cannot idle!)
4. Sign the Pledge to make [School Name] an idle-free zone.
5. Visit www.louisianacleanfuels.org for more information on idle reduction.

Sincerely,

[bookmark: _GoBack][Student/Teacher/Administrator’s Name]
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